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Wiley X has been attending the biggest tackle shows for some time, but this year 
decided to enter the Best New Product awards at EFTTEX in Budapest. It duly won the 

coveted eyewear/headwear category with the WX Boss. TTW’s editor caught up with 
Thomas Wæver, EMEA vice-president and outdoor director, the morning after the 

night before and asked him about the glasses. 

First of all, congratulations on 
winning this prestigious award 
at your first attempt, a great 
achievement. The thing that our 
readers and potential customers 
and distributors want to know is 
why they won. So tell me, what 
makes this model different? Is 
there one thing in particular or a 
combination? Is it the frames?
The WX Boss frame is dressed 
in Kryptek Highlander 
camouflage. Unlike traditional 
leaf and stick camouflage, 
Kryptek’s design incorporates 
micro and macro layering 
inspired by artillery camouflage 
netting. The result is a 3D 
appearance on a 2D surface and 
the ability to increase stealth 
while pursuing a wide range of 
quarry in mixed terrain.

How about the lenses?
To deliver the sharp vision 
needed to stalk fish from the 
riverbanks or on the water, this 
unique frame is fitted with 
Wiley X’s polarised Venice gold 
mirror lenses. These combine 
an amber tint, 12 per cent light 
transmission and advanced 
eight-layer polarisation 
for superior glare-cutting 
performance in highly reflective 
environments. 

Styling is always a bit subjective, 
are they just a lifestyle or fashion 
choice?
Like all models in Wiley X’s 
popular Climate Control 
sunglasses family, this new 
version of the WX Boss features 

a patented, soft, removable 
Facial Cavity seal that blocks 
out peripheral light, wind and 
airborne debris. This exclusive 
design provides wearers with 
enhanced vision, improved eye 
comfort and superior protection 
in the great outdoors. 

Wearing sunglasses isn’t all 
about blocking out the rays, are 
there other safety aspects that are 
featured?
The Wiley X name is known 
around the world for Absolute 
Premium Protection, so 
the WX Boss is more than 
a match for any fishing or 
outdoor challenge. Wiley 
X’s shatterproof selenite 
polycarbonate lenses provide 
100 per cent protection against 
harmful UVA/UVB rays and 
distortion-free clarity. These 
glasses meet stringent ANZI 
Z87.1 High Velocity and High 
Mass Impact safety standards 
for OSHA-grade protection, 
providing state-of-the-art 
vision protection for anglers 
and other outdoor adventurers. 
Wiley X is the only premium 
sunglasses brand with this level 
of protection in every adult 
style it makes, a key reason 
why the company has been a 
leading provider of protective 
eyewear to the US military, law 
enforcement and other tactical 
users around the world for 30 
years.

Does the safety aspect of the glasses 
affect the optimal performance?

Being the only certified 
premium brand in the fishing 
trade, all Wiley X eyewear 
styles have to meet a much 
higher quality standard than 
other eyewear styles in the 
premium segment. Wiley X 
polarised lenses are tested 
before they are even cut and 
carefully measured to maintain 
the best optical quality in the 
final product. The polarised 
filter is mounted in a Wiley X 
lens with a tolerance of only 
+/-3°.

As a certified company, Wiley 
X lenses are not allowed to 
distort any objects viewed from 
a distance. They will always 
provide a clear view all across 
the lens. (This is measured in 
tests utilising the NBS Pattern 
20). 

Inferior lenses can alter the 
true size of objects, as if looking 
through another person’s 
prescription lenses. Wiley X 
rated lenses maintain true 
relative object size. They will 
always offer the customer a true 
size image. 

Finally, it is common for 
ordinary lenses to bend light, 
causing focal objects to appear 
off centre. Wiley X rated 
lenses provide a true spatial 
relationship of objects in the 
field of view.

If I do manage to damage my 
glasses, do I have a fall-back?
Wiley X is proud to offer a 
limited lifetime warranty on all 
its eyewear styles. It carries a full 

library of lens tints that allow 
you to adapt to various lighting 
conditions to ensure you have 
optimal vision no matter your 
activity.

Given all of the benefits that you 
are outlining, is this just a case of 
value for money?
Wiley X’s T-Shell coating 
resists scratching in extreme 
environments, ensuring long-
term durability in real-world 
outdoor conditions. 

The hydrophobic coatings 
prevent water ‘sticking’ to the 
lens. 

The anti-reflective contacting 
on the back of the lens prevents 
any incoming light being 
reflected into the eye and 
thereby killing some of the 
polarised effect. 

Like almost all Wiley X 
sunglasses styles, the WX Boss 
in Kryptek Highlander camou 
is prescription ready. This level 
of visual performance combined 
with the most advanced eye 
protection available makes 
the WX Boss a great choice 
for outdoor sportsmen 
and adventurers who need 
prescription lenses.

Finally, is wearing these glasses 
just a case of fashion rather than 
function?
Wiley X will always be more 
function than fashion eyewear. 
Function eyewear is the DNA of 
the company – no matter if the 
eyewear is meant for fishing or 
combat. 
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